
Overview
Students observe the living and non-living items they 
see at the beach and discuss the relationships of these 
items to Texas beaches.

Objectives
 ∞ List items found at the beach.

 ∞ Discuss the relationships of these items to the ecosystem.

Prerequisites
None

Vocabulary
organic
things that are or were once alive.

inorganic  
things that have never been alive.

habitat
a place where an organism lives that includes its food, water, shelter and space.

Setting
Outdoors (preferably at the beach)

Materials
 ✏ pencils

 ✏ journals

 ✏ clipboards

 ✏ gloves, garbage bags (optional)
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∫   Grade Levels K-4
 45 Minutes1

Human  
Communities
Explore

Take a Good LookGrade Level Texas  
Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS) by 
Content Area:

English Language Arts {2008}
Kinder: 1E; 3B; 4B; 5A; 5C; 12B; 13E; 
16A; B; C; 19A; 21A; B

Grade 1: 4B; C; 9B; 14B; 15A; 16A; 
B; 19A; 20A; B; C; 21A; 23A; B; 24A; 
C; 27B

Grade 2: 5B; 15A; B; 17A; B; C; D; E; 
19A; C; 21A; 22A; B; C; 24A; B; 25A; 
B; C; 28A; B

Grade 3: 4B; 15A; B; 19; 20A; B; C; 
22A; B; C; 23A; B; C; D; 28; 29A; B; 30

Grade 4: 13A; B; 16A; 17; 18A; 20A; 
B; C; 21A; B; C; 22A; B; C; D; 23A; 
24A; B; C; 25; 26; 27A; B; 28

Science (Geology) {2009}
Kinder: 1A; B; 2A; B; C; D; E; 3A; B; 
4A; 6A; 8A; B; 9A; B; C; 10A; B 

Grade 1: 1A; B; C; 2A; B; C; D; E; 3A; 
B; 4A; B; 6A; 7B; C; 9A; 10A

Grade 2: 1A; C; 2A; B; C; D; E; F; 3A; 
B; 4A; B; 7B; C; 9C

Grade 3: 1A; B; 2A; B; C; D; E; F; 3A; 
4A; B; 9A; B; C; 10A

Grade 4: 1A; B; 2A; B; C; D; E; F; 3A; 
4A; B; 7C; 10A

Social Studies {2010}
Kinder: 3B; 4A; 5A; B; 6A; 14B; C; 
15A; B; 16A; B

Grade 1: 6A; B; C; 17A; B; C; 18A; B

Grade 2: 7B; C; 8A; B; C; 19A

Grade 3: 4A; D; 17B; E; 18A; C

Grade 4: 6B; 7B; 8C; 9A; B; C; 12B; 
21B; 22C; D; E
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∫  Unit 1
 Human Communities : ExploreBackground

The Texas shoreline is a habitat that is home to many living things. This activity shows the interdependence between the living and 
non-living factors where the land and water meet. The unique combination of living and non-living elements creates a dynamic 
system that requires exploration and observation to understand the interactions that occur there. In order to understand humans’ 
place within this ecosystem, students begin by studying these interactions.

Activities
1. Tell students they will be using their sense of sight to observe what they see at the 

beach (if the beach is not easily accessible, this activity can be adapted for another 
outdoor setting). Tell them they will be looking for both living and non-living objects.

2. Take students to the beach to do their observation. Remind them that some of the 
objects they observe may be very small, so they will have to pay close attention. Stu-
dents can be given gloves and garbage bags to pick up any garbage they find. NOTE: 
Caution students against picking up sharp objects and advise them to not pick up any 
living things. Have adult chaperones assist with this exercise. 

3. Take 10-15 minutes for pairs of students to observe. Examples of items they might 
find that are either living (e.g., ant, bee, spider, bird, grass, flower and humans) 
or non-living (e.g., rock, soil or dirt, buildings, garbage, playground equipment).

4. When students return, ask what they found outside. Discuss which items are living 
and which are non-living.

5. Ask students to draw one living and one non-living item in the blank spaces on 
their Unit 1, Page 4 Journal Page. This can be completed either during the obser-
vation or afterward. Ask students to label the items.

6. Ask students to complete the additional journal questions and then discuss their 
answers as a class. NOTE: For K-2, this can be a discussion only.
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Discussion Questions
 ∫ What surprised you about what you saw? 

 ∫ How do the living objects depend on Texas beaches (e.g., food, water, recreation)?

 ∫ What is the relationship of the non-living items to Texas beaches? Some are natural ob-
jects that belong and some are brought by human hands.

 ∫ How can you tell humans spend time at the beach (e.g., footprints, garbage, garbage cans, 
lifeguard stands, cars)? 

 ∫ Why are Texas beaches important to you?

Wrap-up
 ∞ Back in the classroom, create a class list of the items found. 

 ∞ Have students write and draw about their time at the beach.

 ∞ Discuss questions the students have from their visit.

 ∞ Discuss how life would be different if we did not have beaches. Why are they so important 
to the people, plants and animals in the region?

The Texas General Land Office values your thoughts and feedback. Please provide informa-
tion about any oversights, errors or omissions as well as particular activities that students 
find interesting. Send comments to the Texas General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Program at  
beach@glo.texas.gov.

Adapted with permission from Great Lakes in My World, a lesson plan created by the Alliance 
for the Great Lakes.

  Unit 1
 Human Communities: Explore
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Name:_______________________________________________ Date _____________________

Unit 1  |  “Take a Good Look” Journal Pages
PART ONE: OUTDOOR OBSERVATION

1. Draw a picture of a living item you found.

2. Draw a picture of a non-living item you found.

3. What makes Texas beaches special?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name:_______________________________________________ Date _____________________

Unit 1  |  “Take a Good Look” Journal Pages
PART TWO: LIVING ITEMS

Answer the following questions about the living things you observed.

1. List some living things you found.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Choose one living item to answer the following questions:

2. How do you know this item is living?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does this living thing need in order to survive?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What other living things might depend on this living thing to survive?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Draw the living creature you observed.
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Name:_______________________________________________ Date _____________________

Unit 1  |  “Take a Good Look” Journal Pages
PART THREE: NON-LIVING ITEMS

Answer the following questions about the non-living things you observed.

1. List some non-living things you found.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Choose one non-living item to answer the following questions:

2. How do you know this item is not living?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How might living things depend on this non-living thing for survival?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Was this item once alive or part of something that was once alive, like a leaf or a shell? (Remember special vocabulary—Organic: 
things that are or were once alive; Inorganic: things that have never been alive.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Draw the non-living item you observed.

6. Why are Texas coastlines important to you and your community?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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